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Medical  Officer  of  Health 
L.  RICH,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  M.R.C.O.G.,  D.P.H. 

11  West  Street,  Congleton  ( Congleton  215) 

Public  Health  Inspector 

P.  KIRKHAM,  m.p.h.i.a. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor 

R.  O.  BIRTWISTLE,  m.i.mun.e.,  a.r.i.c.s. 


To  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Congleton  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1958. 

The  population  of  the  District  has  not  varied  very  much 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  Births  and  the  Birth  Rate  have  both  fallen. 
There  has  also  been  a considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
Deaths  recorded  since  the  new  regulations  concerning  Arclid 
Hospital  were  introduced. 

Once  again  it  must  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  the 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  is  nil. 

I wish  to  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
is  the  first  year  on  record  that  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  either 
Pulmonary  or  Non -Pulmonary,  were  notified.  And  furthermore, 
the  number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  was  reduced 
from  73  to  62.  This  is  a reflection  on  the  general  ah  round 
improvement  in  the  early  diagnosis  and  effective  treatment  by 
means  of  the  new  drugs  that  has  taken  place  in  recent  years.  This 
satisfactory  situation  is  also  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  im- 
provement in  the  quality  of  our  milk  supplies  and  the  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  of  School  Children  and  contacts  of  cases. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  refer  to  “ disappearing  diseases”. 
Less  than  100  years  ago  Cholera,  Typhus,  Smallpox,  Typhoid  and 
other  dread  diseases  caused  great  havoc  and  suffering  in  our 
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population.  In  recent  years  we  have  seen  the  virtual  disappearance 
of  Diphtheria,  and  it  would  appear  also  that  Whooping  Cough  is 
on  the  way  out. 

To  a large  extent  the  changes  have  been  brought  about  by  a 
realisation  that  the  environment  is  responsible  for  disease.  The 
absence  of  clean  and  adequate  water  supplies,  proper  sewerage, 
clean  food  and  milk,  and  satisfactory  houses  are  principle  causes 
of  the  spread  of  disease. 

Modern  research  and  development  has  also  taught  us  how  to 
improve  the  resistance  of  the  individual  to  disease  by  vaccination 
and  immunisation.  One  of  the  chief  problems  of  the  future  will  be 
not  only  to  extend  the  range  of  diseases  that  can  be  covered  by 
immunisation  but  also  to  devise  means  of  producing  one  agent  that 
will  protect  against  several  diseases. 

I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  energy  with  which  the  Council, 
over  the  years,  has  pursued  its  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  policy. 
In  particular  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  old  people  has 
taken  a notable  step  forward  not  only  by  the  provision  of  more 
Bungalows  but  also  by  the  proposed  schedules  for  Flatlets  with 
Warden  Service.  This  scheme,  in  co-operation  with  the  County 
Welfare  Authority,  enables  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  what  in 
effect  is  Welfare  Accommodation.  If  these  labour-saving  Flatlets 
with  their  Warden  Supervision  were  linked  to  the  other  local  welfare 
services  such  as  Home  Helps,  Meals  on  Wheels,  Soiled  Linen 
Service,  Nursing  and  Nursing  Equipment  facilities  a great  deal 
more  can  be  done  to  keep  old  and  sick  people  happy  in  their  own 
homes. 

Once  again,  1 wish  to  thank  your  Clerk  and  his  staff  for  the 
help  and  guidance  in  enabling  me  to  carry  out  my  duties.  I wish 
to  record  also,  the  excellent  work  being  carried  out  by  our  Public 
Health  Inspector,  Mr.  P.  Kirkham,  M.P.H.I.A.,  and  the  assistance 
given  me  by  him  and  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  O. 
Birtwistle,  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Throughout  this  report,  the  figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year 
1957  and  are  for  purposes  of  comparison 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Estimated  Population 13740 

Births — 

Live  Births  : 

Total  Male 

Legitimate 185  (220)  89  (112) 

Illegitimate  ...  9 (9)  4 (4) 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate 6 (4)  2 (3) 

Illegitimate  ...  1 ( — ) — ( — ) 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  estimated  average 


population  mid- 1958  

14.8 

(17.5) 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 
1000  of  the  population 

16.4 

(16.1) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still) 
births  

34.8 

(17.1) 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 
total  (live  and  still)  births  

21.6 

(22.4) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

.5 

(.29) 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 
1000  total  population  

.36 

(.36) 

Infantile  Mortality — 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows 

• 

Total  Male 

Legitimate 4 (3)  3 (3) 

Illegitimate  ...  1 ( — ) — ( — ) 

Female 

1 (-) 

1 (-) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births 

25.7 

(13.0) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  & Wales 

22.5 

(23.0) 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live 
births 

21.6 

(13.6) 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live 
births 

111.1 

(-) 

Deaths — 

Total  Mn'e 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  235  (313)  118  (158) 

Female 

117  (155) 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  popu- 
lation   

10.4 

(10.7) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000 
of  the  population  

11.7 

(11.5) 

(13730) 


Female 

96  (108) 

5 (5) 

4 (1) 

1 (-) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all 

causes  within 

the  district  during  the  year  : 

CAUSE 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  of  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infection  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

3 

3 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

2 

— 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

2 

— 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

— 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms... 

11 

7 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

1 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

24 

8 

16 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

26 

15 

11 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

1 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

22 

13 

9 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

1 

2 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

2 

2 

— 

24. 

Bronchitis  

13 

10 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

— 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

1 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

108 

50 

58 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

5 

2 

3 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

235 

118 

117 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Maternal  Causes 

Maternity  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still 
births  


0 (0) 

0 (0) 

0 (0) 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

The  work  at  the  Clinic  Centres  continues  to  prosper  and 
although  attendances  are  reduced  this  is  accounted  for  by  inclement 
weather  and  the  fall  in  Birth  Rate. 


Welfare  Centre 

New 

0-1 

cases 

1-2 

2-5 

Total 

Attendances 

0-1  1-2 

2-5 

No.  of  Clini< 

held 

Cases  seen 

by  Doctor 

Average  per 

Clinic  seen 

by  Doctor 

Goostrey  

26 

(32) 

(-) 

(-) 

327 

(358) 

149 

(153) 

265 

(367) 

24 

(24) 

278  11.5 

(265)  (11.0) 

Holmes  Chapel 

39 

(50) 

(-) 

(— ) 

498 

(307) 

89 

(69) 

77 

(136) 

24 

(23) 

313 

(207) 

13.0 

(9.0) 

Mow  Cop 

11 

(15) 

(-) 

(-) 

140 

(160) 

55 

(46) 

50 

(112) 

24 

(24) 

208  8.6 
(290)  (12.0) 

Rode  Heath 

17 

(24) 

(-) 

(— ) 

262 

(212) 

114 

(107) 

101 

(97) 

24 

(24) 

155 

(123) 

6.4 

(5.1) 

Scholar  Green... 

28 

(29) 

(-) 

(— ) 

327 

(286) 

95 

(136) 

82 

(137) 

23 

(24) 

126 

(151) 

5.4 

(6.2) 

The  names 
are  as  follows  : 

of  the  Health  Visitors  covering 

the  Rural  District 

Name 

A ddress 

Districts 

Parkinson,  D. 

131  Walnut  Avenue,  Weaverham, 
Northwich. 

Goostrey 

Barlow,  M. 

15  Thirlmere  Road,  Wist- 
aston,  Nantwich. 

Church  Hulme, 
Cranage,  Tetton 

Richardson,  B. 

White  House,  Crewe  Road, 
Alsager.  Tel.  Alsager  395 

Church  Lawton, 
Odd  Rode 

Smith,  E.  G. 

15  Centre  Court,  Alsager 

Tel.  Alsager  628 

Betchton,  Hassall, 
Smallwood 

Williams,  N.  R. 

Ivy  Cottage,  Snelson,  Chelford. 

Hulme  Walfield, 
Somerford,  Somer- 
ford  Booths,  Swett- 
enham,  Twemlow. 

Slack,  M.  E. 

Castle  View,  Astbury  Lane  Ends, 
Co">g!eton. 

Arclid,  Brereton 

Jacks,  L. 

Abbey  Croft,  Abbey  Road, 
Sandbach.  Tel.  Sandbach  309 

Bradwall,  Elton. 

Corbishley,  M. 

The  School  Clinic,  Park  Street, 
Congleton.  Tel.  Cong’ton  2095 

Moreton-cum- 
Alcumlow,  New- 
bold  Astbury. 
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Home  Nursing — 


The  District  Nurses  serving  our  area  in  double  capacity  as 
Home  Nurses  and  Midwives.  They  are  as  follows  : 


V.  Spencer,  Black  and  White  Cottages,  Astbury 

G.  Magee,  Booth  Bank  Road,  Goostrey 

L.  B.  Blunsum,  19  West  Way,  Holmes  Chapel 

H.  Barry,  2 Drenfell  Road,  Scholar  Green 

I.  Hoyle,  9 Offley  Avenue,  Sandbach 

M.  Wainwright,  5 Elworth  Street,  Sandbach 


Congleton  451 
Holmes  Chapel  3244 
Holmes  Chapel  2226 
Kidsgrove  2929 
Sandbach  852 
Sandbach  256 


Once  again  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year  of  the  work  done  by  the  Home  Nurse. 
More  and  more  work  is  being  given  to  these  nurses  particularly  in 
connection  with  old  people,  particuarly  as  Hospital  accommodation 
becomes  more  difficult  to  obtain. 


Births,  1958- 


Hospital 

Home 

Private  Nursing  Home 

Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

134 

4 

59  — 

1 

— 

(168) 

(3) 

(73) 

(— ) 

(— ) 

(— ) 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

It  has  now  become  standard  practise  both  at  our  clinics  and 
by  the  family  doctors  to  use  what  is  known  as  Triple  Antigen.  This 
consists  of  a mixture  to  protect  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Tetanus  and  the  immunisation  is  begun  when  the  child 
is  four  months  old.  It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  this  is  the 
best  time  to  begin  and  affords  the  greatest  degree  of  protection. 

During  the  year  under  review,  great  stress  was  made  in 
immunising  children  and  young  adults  against  Polio  and  it  is  satis- 
factory to  report  that  a very  good  response  from  the  public  was 
obtained. 

There  is  no  doublt  that  if  sufficient  numbers  of  people  offer 
themselves  for  protection  against  Polio  the  disease  will  become 
much  less  frequent  and  may  eventually  disappear. 

Statistics 

Diphtheria  Immunisation — 


Pre-school  children  

9 

(5) 

School  children 

2 

(22) 

11 

(27) 

Reinforcing  injections 

53 

(139) 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation — 

Pre-school  children  9 (3) 

School  children 3 (8) 

12  (11) 


Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough) — 

Pre-school  children  172  (137) 

School  children 16  (22) 

188  (159) 


Primary  Vaccination — 

Pre-school  children 
School  children  ... 
Adults 


Ill  (120) 

7 (7) 

5 (7) 


123  (134) 


Re -Vaccination — 

Pre- school  children 
School  children  ... 
Adults 


1 

7 


(-) 

(3) 

(18) 


8 (21) 


Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

A close  working  liaison  exists  between  the  Council’s  Health 
Department  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Manchester. 
Samples  are  submitted  whenever  necessary  and  the  service  obtained 
is  highly  satisfactory. 

Ambulance  and  Sitting  Case  Car  Transport 

Satisfactory  cover  for  all  types  of  cases  is  carried  out  by 
Ambulance  Stations  in  Congleton,  Sandbach  and  Alsager.  During 
the  year  all  commitments  were  satisfactorily  fulfilled  and  a 24  hour 
service  maintained. 

No  complaints  of  any  description  were  received  during  the 
year. 

All  drivers  and  attendants  are  trained  in  first  aid  and  are  in 
possession  of  the  St.  John  First  Aid  Certificate. 


7 


Domestic  Help  Service 


Statistics 


Home  Helps  employed  during  1958  : 

Full  time  

Temporary 

Casual 


(-) 

17  (11) 

1 (5) 


18  (16) 


Home  Helps  employed  at  December  31st,  1958  : 

Full  time  

Temporary 15 

Casual — 


(-) 

(10) 

(1) 


15  (11) 


Applications  received  during  1958  : 

Confinement  

Sickness  

Tuberculosis  

Aged  and  Infirm 


Cases  attended  during  1958  : 

Confinement  

Sickness  

Tuberculosis  

Aged  and  Infirm 


(3) 

5 (2) 

(-) 

15  (4) 


20  (9) 


(1) 

6 (3) 

(-) 

29  (20) 


35 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Delwyn  G.  Davies,  Engineer  and  Man- 
ager of  the  Mid-  and  South-East  Cheshire  Water  Board  for  the 
following  information. 
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This  district  is  supplied  partly  from  the  Mow  Cop  Borehole, 
partly  from  the  Delamere  Boreholes  and  partly  by  a bulk  supply 
purchased  from  the  Congleton  Borough.  The  Congleton  bulk  supply 
has  been  considerably  increased  recently  to  supply  increasing  de- 
mands and  the  6 inch  main  from  Astbury  Marsh  to  Kent  Green  is 
being  progressively  enlarged  to  9 inch  to  enable  larger  quantities 
to  be  taken. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr. 
R.  O.  Birtwistle,  for  the  reports  on  Sewerage  and  Housing. 


Sewerage 

Goostrey — 

The  scheme  for  the  Village  was  completed  during  the  year 
and  the  contract  for  surface  water  separation  was  commenced.  A 
number  of  property  owners  elected  to  engage  their  own  contractors 
and  in  these  cases  the  Council  reimbursed  the  cost  of  separation  but 
only  to  an  amount  equal  to  or  less  than  the  figure  tendered  by  the 
Council’s  contractor.  These  private  separation  works  were  super- 
vised by  the  Council’s  Clerk  of  Works. 

Church  Hulme — 

After  considerable  investigation  into  the  problems  caused  by 
the  trade  waste  discharges  in  Holmes  Chapel  it  was  decided  to 
proceed  with  the  enlargement  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  based 
on  recirculation. 

Opportunity  was  taken  of  visiting  such  a scheme  at 
Northampton. 

The  renewal  of  the  storm  overflow  sewer  from  Knutsford  Road 
to  the  River  Dane  was  completed. 

Church  Lawton — 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  preparation  of  a scheme 
for  the  Red  Bull  vicinity  of  the  parish.  An  alternative  site  for  the 
pumping  station  at  the  cross  roads  was  well  considered  but  event- 
ually ruled  out  by  the  Council.  The  only  outstanding  matter  is  now 
the  purchase  of  the  site  which  is  part  of  the  Lawton  Estate. 

Brereton — 

The  first  portion  of  this  scheme  for  Brereton  Green  has  been 
completed  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remainder  may  be  sanctioned 
for  construction  in  the  near  future.  A short  extension  was  laid  in 
Hazelshaw  Lane  to  serve  certain  building  land  and  a group  of 
exiting  cottages. 
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Housing 

During  1958  a further  37  houses  have  been  erected  making 
a total  owned  by  the  Council  of  1001. 

The  number  of  houses  built  per  1000  of  the  population  has 
increased  from  54.8  in  1957  to  56.36  in  1958. 

Garages 

A further  27  garages  have  been  erected,  4 by  the  Council’s  own 
staff.  The  Council  now  owns  70. 

Maintenance  of  Council  Houses 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was 
1288,  showing  a 6%  increase  on  1957. 

The  scheme  for  the  exterior  painting  of  houses  went  well — 
170  were  painted  by  the  Council’s  staff.  Costs  ranged  from  £14/19/5 
to  £8/17/1.  Included  in  the  group  were  four  bedroom  types  and 
bungalows.  The  overall  average  was  £11/18/2  each. 

Private  Development 

The  number  of  plans  submitted  for  approval  under  Building 
Byelaws  was  302.  The  total  of  applications  under  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act,  1947  was  252.  The  number  of  inspections 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  was  approximately 
1000. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Tuberculosis 


No  new  cases  were  notified  and  the  number  of  people  on 
register  at  December  31st,  1958,  is  shown  below. 


Up  to 

t yr.  1-5  5-15  15-25 

25-35  35-45 

65  & 

45-55  55-65  over 

Total 

Male  Pulmonary 

. — — 1 

2 

3 

5 

4 

4 2 

21 

Female  Pulmonary  

— 1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

1 

15 

Male  Non-Pulmonary 

2 

3 

4 

— 

1 

— — 

10 

Female  Non-Pulmonary  .. 

— — 2 

5 

4 

2 

1 — 

16 
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For  comparative  purposes,  I have  recorded  the  notifications 
of  Tuberculosis  during  1958  in  conjunction  with  the  notifications 
of  this  disease  received  each  year  since  1949. 


Notifications  — 1949  to  1958 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

P NP 

P NP 

P NP 

P NP 

P NP 

P NP 

P NP 

P NP 

P NP 

P NP 

MALE 

Up  to 

1 year 

1 

1-  5 

1 1 

1 

5-15 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15-25 

1 

1 

1 

25-35 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

45-55 

1 

1 

2 

55-65 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

65  & 
over 

1 

1 

FEMALE 


Up  to 
1 year 


1-5  11 


5-15 

2 

1 1 

1 

15-25 

1 1 1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

1 

45-55 

1 

55-65 

1 

65  & 
over 

TOTAL 

7 3 6 

1 7 

4 

4 4 

3 

2 3 

2 4 

3 4 16  10  0 
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Deaths  — 1949  to  1958 


1949 

P NP 

1950 

P NP 

1951 

P NP 

1952 

P NP 

1953 

P NP 

1954 

P NP 

1955 

P NP 

1956 

P NP 

1957 

P NP 

1958 

P NP 

MALE 

Up  to 

1 Year 

1 

1-  5 

1 

5-15 

15-25 

1 

25-35 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

45-55 

1 

1 

1 

55-65 

1 

1 

1 

65  & 
over 

1 

1 

FEMALE 

Up  to 

1 year 

1-  5 

5-15 

1 

15-25 

25-35 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

45-55 

55-65 

65  & 
over 

TOTAL 

3 0 

2 1 

2 0 

1 1 

1 0 

2 0 

2 0 

1 1 

1 0 

0 0 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1958 


C/J 


DISEASE 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION 

Total  cases 

notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  hospital 

ITotal  death 

Under 

1 1- 

65  & 

2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  15-  20-  35-  45-  over 

Dysentery 

— 

1 1 

2 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 1 

1 

1 

— 

Measles  

4 15 

18  17  20  131  16  1 

222 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 3 3 

8 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— — 

_ 1_12  2 

15 

8 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2—4 

7 

1 

— 
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The  following  sections  of  this  report  cover  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  and  have  been  compiled  by 
Mr.  P.  Kirkham,  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Cleansing 

The  service  has  continued  to  operate  efficiently.  In  spite  of  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  owing  to  new  housing 
development,  only  a limited  amount  of  overtime  has  been  found 
necessary.  The  establishment  of  fifteen  men  has  not  been  increased. 
Five  of  the  men  are  appointed  as  full-time  drivers  and  one  as  a 
spare  driver. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  use  of  the  refuse  tip  at  the  Council’s  depot  has  been 
instrumental  in  keeping  running  costs  for  disposal  to  a minimum. 
The  Council  are  considering  the  purchase  of  additional  scrub  land 
adjoining  the  same  site  to  allow  this  to  continue.  Should  such 
acquisition  of  land  be  successful,  the  Council  for  many  years  will 
be  able  to  dispose  of  much  of  the  district’s  refuse  with  a freedom 
from  nuisance  and  as  economically  as  possible. 

Tips  generally  throughout  the  Council’s  area  have  been  re- 
markably free  of  insect  infestation.  Regular  treatment  for  rodents 
is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  operator. 

Nightsoil  Collection 

Apart  from  a further  decrease  in  this  work  owing  to  con- 
versions, particularly  in  the  Goostrey  area,  no  noteworthy  change 
has  occurred. 

Septic  Tank  Service 

The  popular  fallacy  that  a septic  tank  can  be  installed  and  then 
forgotten,  is  the  cause  of  the  majority  of  requests  for  the  work  of 
desludging  being  received  as  frantic  demands  for  immediate  atten- 
tion. Often  overflowing  drains  suddenly  reveal  tanks  to  be  in  a 
condition  caused  by  years  of  neglect.  Some  owners  arrange  for  the 
tanks  to  receive  regular  attention  in  the  future,  but  many  bury  their 
heads  in  the  sand  again.  An  urgent  telephone  call  to  the  office 
complains  of  obstructed  drains  and  unhygienic  conditions.  Failure 
by  the  Council  to  be  able  to  attend  to  the  matter  immediately  owing 
to  heavy  routine  commitments  brings  protests  from  owners  who 
are  suffering  either  from  their  own  ignorance  of  the  problem,  or 
their  refusal  to  accept  it.  The  Council  make  a limited  charge  to 
private  owners  for  the  work  of  desludging  of  10/-  per  load  (vehicle 
capacity  650  gallons  approximately).  Difficulty  frequently  arises 
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in  the  case  of  joint  tanks  serving  properties  having  different  owners. 
The  following  are  the  details  of  the  work  carried  out : 


No.  of 
Loads 

No.  of 
Hours 

No.  of 
Visits 

No.  of 
diff.  tanks 

Industrial 

115 

128 

37 

1 

Council  

150 

200 

68 

40 

Private  

244 

305 

156 

110 

Outside  Area  . . . 

12 

14 

7 

7 

Council 

Sewage  Works 

46 

46 

16 

4 

Sewers  

2 

4 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

569 

697 

286 

164 

Salvage 

Baling  of  paper  and  container  waste  is  done  mostly  after 
normal  hours  at  overtime  rates  and  no  bonus  is  paid. 

Receipts 

Weight  Revenue 

Container  Waste  16  tons  6 cwt  1 qtr  £152  5 9 

Mixed  baled  paper  ...  25  tons  10  cwt  2 qtr  £191  8 8 
Salvaged  tins  from  refuse  1 7 cwt  0 qtr  £7  0 6 


TOTAL  42  tons  13  cwt  3 qtr  £350  14  11 


Expenditure 

Labour  £156  0 10 

Materials  £15  0 6 

TOTAL  £171  1 4 


Vehicles  and  Maintenance 

No  change  occurred  in  the  Council’s  establishment  of  vehicles. 
Minor  repairs  are  carried  out  by  the  foreman -driver,  who  also 
supervises  the  maintenance  carried  out  by  his  fellow  drivers.  A 
Gamecock  Refuse  Collector  was  repainted  by  him  assisted  by  the 
staff,  and  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  for  one  vehicle  to  be  so  treated 
annually. 
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The  following  are  details  of  mileage  and  petrol  during  the  year: 


Number 

Make 

Duty 

Mileage 

Petrol 

m.p.g. 

PMB  601 

Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collection 

5377 

870 

6.1 

PMB  602 

Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collection 

6180 

1258 

4.9 

PMB  603 

Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collection 

6876 

1021 

6.7 

WMA363 

Karrier  Gamecock 

Refuse  Collection 

8129 

1217 

6.6 

PMB  604 

Karrier  Cesspool 

Night  Soil  and 

Emptier 

Septic  Tanks 

10454 

1807 

5.7 

KMA  128 

Fordson 

Spare  Vehicle— 

Refuse  or  Nightsoil 

1541 

269 

5.7 

TOTALS 

38557 

6442 

5.98 

Food  and  Food  Premises 

Change  of  staff  in  food  premises  causes  the  work  of  expounding 
the  principles  of  food  hygiene  and  exhorting  obedience  to  Hygiene 
Regulations  to  be  a constant  task.  The  lack  of  elementary 
knowledge  amongst  food  handlers  of  the  cause  and  spread  of  food 
poisoning  no  longer  causes  surprise.  Indeed,  such  ignorance  is 
almost  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  It  is  encouraging  to  note 
the  increasing  use  of  refrigeration  for  food  storage,  both  comm- 
ercially and  domestically,  but  elementary  education  in  the  use  of 
such  apparatus  is  often  necessary.  It  is  also  encouraging  to  see 
an  increasing  awareness  of  the  importance  of  covering  food  to  avoid 
contamination  on  shop  counters.  No  prosecutions  were  found 
necessary  during  the  year,  but  29  letters  were  sent  pointing  out 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  items  brought  to  their 
notice  : 

Reg.  6 (Table  tops,  etc.  with  which  food  is  liable  to  come 


into  contact  to  be  covered  with  impervious  mat.)  1 1 

Reg.  7 (Packing  of  food  on  domestic  premises) 1 

Reg.  8 (Placing  of  food  not  lower  than  18"  from  ground)...  1 

Reg.  9(e)  (Prohibition  of  smoking) 2 

Reg.  14  (Notice  to  be  placed  near  sanitary  convenience)  ...  8 

Reg.  15  (Water  supply  to  be  provided) 1 

Reg.  16  (Wash-hand  basin  to  be  provided,  with  soap,  nail- 
brush and  towel) 13 

Reg.  17  (First  aid  materials  to  be  provided) 5 

Reg.  18  (Accommodation  for  clothing,  etc.) 1 

Reg.  19  (Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment) 9 

Reg.  23  (Cleanliness  and  repair,  etc.  of  food  room)  17 

Reg.  25  (Temperature  at  which  certain  foods  to  be  kept)  ...  1 

Reg.  29  (Transport  of  Meat)  1 
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The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  food  premises  in  the 
Council’s  area  : 


Grocers  and  General 48 

Public  Houses  and  Licensed  Clubs  ...  36 

Cafes  13 

Village  Halls,  etc 11 

School  Canteens  16 

Factory  Canteens 5 

Bakehouses  3 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  3 

Butchers  8 

Chemists  2 

Fish  and  Chips  3 

Canning  Factory  1 

Dairy  2 


TOTAL  151 


A complete  survey  of  the  County  Education  Authority  School 
Canteens  in  the  Council’s  area  was  carried  out  accompanied  by 
their  representatives.  Some  of  the  works  found  necessary  to  con- 
form with  the  Regulations  have  been  carried  out,  but  in  several 
instances,  works  are  so  extensive  as  to  require  reconstruction.  In 
some  of  these  cases,  the  works  are  awaiting  a planned  scheme  of 
school  improvements. 

The  absence  of  sufficient  washing  facilities  for  the  children  was 
very  marked,  and  in  only  two  schools  (Newbold  Astbury  and  Goos- 
trey)  were  adequate  wash-basins  provided  together  with  hot  water. 
To  instill  the  principles  of  elementary  hygiene  in  children  is  the  first, 
perhaps  the  most  important  step  in  ensuring  satisfactory  food 
hygiene  standards  of  the  future.  To  ask  a child  to  wash  its  hands 
after  using  the  sanitary  convenience,  and  always  before  eating,  is  so 
obviously  essential — but  to  be  able  to  provide  only  one  small  basin 
and  cold  tap  for  up  to  sixty  children  to  do  the  task  renders  the 
instruction  rather  hard  for  a child  to  understand. 

31  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16(l)(a)  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  one  for  the 
manufacture  by  the  complete  cold  mix  method.  There  are  9 other 
premises  registered  under  Section  1 6(1  )(b),  3 Fish  and  Chips,  5 
Sausage  and  Meat  Pies,  and  1 Food  Canning  Factory. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Only  two  private  slaughterhouses  operate  in  this  Council’s  area 
and  slaughter  only  for  sale  from  the  shops  attached  to  them.  Their 
licences  expire  on  June  30th,  1959.  The  following  table  gives  details 
of  the  work  carried  out  : 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

P'gs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

91 

55 

329 

71 

— 

Number  inspected  

91 

55 

329 

71 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci : 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

14 

7 

1 

11 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cyst- 
icerci   

15.4% 

12.8% 

0.3% 

15.6% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

7 

10 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

7.7% 

20.0% 



1.4% 

___ 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
ation   

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1953-1954. 

5 licences  were  issued  to  people  residing  in  the  area. 

Milk  Regulations,  1949 — 1954 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  licences  issued  during 
the  year : 

Dealers — 

Pasteurised  11 

Sterilised  17 

Tuberculin  Tested  11 
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Supplementary — 

Pasteurised  7 

Sterilised  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  8 

Factories  and  Work  Places 


The  following  table  gives  information  as  to  the  number  of 
registered  factories  and  inspections  made  : 


No. 

on 

register 

No.  No.  of 

of  written 

inspections  notices 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

4 

3 — 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

37 

30  — 

(3) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding  out- 
worker’s premises)  

TOTAL 

41 

33 

Cases  in  which  defects  were 

found 



Referred 
by  H.M. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  Found  Remedied  Inspector 

Unsuitable  or  defective  

1 

1 — . 

Outworkers 

Wearing  Apparel  (making,  etc.,  cleaning  and  washing)...  1 

Sanitary  Inspections 

Summary  of  Visits 


Animals,  Keeping  of 4 

Conversions  75 

Drainage — including  septic  tanks,  etc 236 

Dustbins  8 

Factory — with  Mechanical  Power 18 

Food  Premises — General  37 

Food  Premises — Bakehouses ...  2 

Food  Premises — Butchers  .. 13 

Food  Premises — Cafe  and  Canteens  

Food  Premises — Dairy,  etc.  ...'  15 

Food  Premises — Fish  and  Chips  5 

Food  Premises — Hotels  and  Public  Houses 41 

Food  Premises — Ice  Cream  10 

Food  Premises — Unsound  Food  4 

Food  Premises — Slaughterhouses  147 
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Housing  General  432 

Housing — Council  House  Applications 29 

Housing — Housing  Act,  1949,  Grants 91 

Infectious  Disease  5 

Infectious  Disease — Disinfection  11 

Insect  Pests  31 

Insect  Pests — Disinfestation  2 

Nuisance— General  46 

Nuisance — Housing  18 

Petroleum  38 

Rodent  Control 54 

Scavenging — General  24 

Scavenging — Tips  50 

Scavenging — Teams  of  Work 20 

Scavenging — Garages  175 

Smoke  Observations  11 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  20 

Water  Supply  44 

Workplaces,  Offices,  Farms,  etc 7 

Miscellaneous — Interviews,  etc 49 


TOTAL  1849 


Number  of  complaints  received  104 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 158 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  103 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 46 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  by  owners 15 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  by  Local 

Authority  in  Default  of  owner  — 

Conversions 

With  the  completion  of  the  new  sewer  and  sewage  works  at 
Goostrey,  the  work  of  conversion  of  the  closets  proceeded  steadily. 
The  Council  pay  in  each  case  half  the  approved  cost  of  the  works 
Connection  to  the  sewer  of  properties  already  having  W.C.s  pro- 
ceeded smoothly  and  only  37  out  of  210  properties  required 
attention  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  system  of  complete  separation  of  rain  water  is  operating, 
and  has  caused  much  difficulty  in  practice  in  securing  enforcement. 
The  exclusion  of  yard  surface  water,  in  particular,  from  sink  and 
bath  gulleys,  etc.,  often  presents  difficulty,  particularly  regarding 
maintenance  of  the  separation  after  works  have  been  completed. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Particulars  of  the  Statutory  provisions  of  this  Act  were  circ- 
ulated to  all  industrial  premises.  No  statutory  action  has  been  found 
necessary.  Complaint  was  received  alleging  nuisance  in  respect  of 
only  one  factory  and  in  this  instance,  informal  action  resulted  in 
sufficient  improvement  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  I 
attended  a course  organised  by  the  Coal  Utilisation  Council,  prin- 
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cipally  on  the  correct  fixing  of  approved  appliances.  Not  only  the 
general  public,  but  even  the  building  trade  are  commonly  ignorant 
on  what  is  meant  by  an  approved  appliance.  Many  people  imagine 
that  the  fitting  of  such  an  appliance  implies  losing  their  beloved 
tiled  surround  and  having,  of  necessity,  a closed  stove.  The  prin- 
ciples and  advantages  of  a convector  type  open  fire,  for  example, 
are  rarely  appreciated  or  understood  at  all. 

The  Council  have  adopted  the  Byelaw  requiring  all  new  houses 
to  have  approved  appliances. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

9 Public  Health  Licences  for  caravans  were  issued  during  the 
year.  Of  these,  7 applicants  had  no  other  home  at  the  time  of  the 
application,  1 was  awaiting  completion  of  the  building  of  a house, 
1 was  rehoused  by  the  Council,  and  2 obtained  other  accommoda- 
tion privately.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  3 licencees  were 
living  in  caravans  as  their  only  homes  and  on  single  sites.  In 
addition,  there  are  2 licensed  sites  in  the  area,  one  for  30  caravans, 
April  to  October  only,  and  the  other  for  25  of  which  10  may  be 
permanently  occupied.  Approximately  6 are  so  used. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  supplied  to  domestic  premises  mainly  by  the  Mid- 
and  South-East  Cheshire  Water  Board.  In  addition,  26  houses  are 
supplied  by  the  Staffordshire  P.W.B.,  and  12  by  the  Congleton 
Borough  Supply.  In  addition,  33  houses  are  supplied  with  water 
from  a private  supply  at  Moreton.  Samples  of  this  water  are  taken 
from  time  to  time,  and  have  proved  satisfactory.  The  water  is 
neither  filtered  or  chlorinated  however.  54  houses  have  a private 
supply,  and  20  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  13  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  The  following  action  has  followed  7 unsatis- 
factory samples  : 

(1)  Owner/ occupier  installing  an  automatic  chlorinator. 

(works  under  Improvement  Grant). 

(2)  & (3)  Extension  to  main  supply  proposed. 

(4)  House  not  relet. 

(5)  Owner  to  consider  connection  to  main. 

(6)  House  demolished. 

(7)  Owner  now  connected  to  main  supply. 

Rodent  Control 

A full  time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed,  and  the  Council 
provided  him  with  a new  van  exclusively  for  this  work  during  the 
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year  on  a part  exchange  basis  for  the  old  one.  65  farmers  and 
industrial  premises  hold  contracts  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
mice.  The  following  details  are  given  of  the  work  carried  out : 


Number 

Number 

treated 

of  Visits 

Private  houses  

38 

175 

Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works 

26 

961 

Industrial  and  Trade  Premises... 

19 

310 

Farms 

60 

890 

143 

2336 

In  addition,  2 private  houses  and  115  farms  were  surveyed 
during  the  year.  Sewers  again  proved  negative  after  test  baiting. 

When  the  Ministry  notified  the  Council  of  their  decision  to 
cease  giving  a contract  service  to  farms,  all  such  farms  were  offered 
contracts  by  the  Council,  and  reminded  of  their  duty  to  keep  the 
premises  free  of  rodents.  Only  a few  farmers  have  yet  taken  up  a 
contract  with  the  Council. 

The  Council  are  members  of  a Workable  Area  Committee  on 
Rodent  Control  which  meets  twice  annually  to  discuss  its  problems, 
and  have  an  exchange  of  ideas  and  experience  of  neighbouring 
Local  Authorities. 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  bringing  the  56  premises 
licensed  up  to  the  standard  of  the  Principles  of  Construction  and 
Licensing  Conditions  as  recommended  by  the  Home  Office.  The 
Fire  Preventive  Officer  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  is  always 
available  for  advice  and  assistance  in  this  work. 


Housing 

Th^  following  figures  are  given  as  to  the  progress  made  in 
fulfilment  of  the  five  year  programme  agreed  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  survey  in  1954  : 


Houses 

Closed 

Demolished 

Total 

Made  Fit 

1954-55  

36 

10 

46 

6 

1956  

36 

5 

41 

13 

1957  

27 

14 

41 

14 

1958  

36 

23 

59 

6 

21 


During  1958,  27  families  (49  persons)  were  rehoused,  and  14 
of  the  families,  the  majority  of  them  pensioners,  moved  into  new 
bungalows. 

Five  houses  have  Demolition  Orders  and  await  demolition.  Of 
the  6 houses  made  fit,  1 had  a Demolition  Order  revoked,  3 had 
Closing  Orders  determined,  and  2 had  Undertakings  cancelled. 

The  Council  provided  accommodation  for  persons  from  unfit 
houses  from  their  general  need  pool,  and  erected  houses  at  a later 
date,  so  accumulating  credits.  30  such  credits  were  obtained  during 
the  year. 

The  Council  agreed  to  erect  33  dwellings  in  1959,  as  follows  : 
Hermitage  Drive,  Holmes  Chapel  ...  12 

Station  Road,  Goostrey  9 

Wavertree  Avenue,  Kent  Green 12 

The  accommodation  at  Holmes  Chapel  and  Scholar  Green  is 
provisionally  to  be  flatlets  for  old  people  together  with  Warden 
accommodation  and  common  room.  The  accommodation  at 
Goostrey  is  to  comprise  9 bungalows. 


Improvement  Grants 


the  Council  discontinued 


iprovement  Grants, 
work  approved  : 

The  following  figures 

illustrate  the 

amount 

Previous  to  1954 

3 houses 

£645 

3 

0 

1954 

21  houses 

£4531 

0 

9 

1955 

46  houses 

£11089 

9 

1 

1956 

21  houses 

£5641 

0 

0 

1957 

19  houses 

£4520 

0 

0 

1958 

2 houses 

£624 

0 

0 

TOTAL  112  houses 

£27050 

12 

10 

Although  the  value  of  Improvement  Grants  to  the  housing 
needs  of  the  district  was  appreciated  to  the  full  by  the  Council, 
they  decided  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  that  the  award  of  Grants 
at  the  existing  interest  rates  was  not  in  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers 
as  a whole.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record,  however,  that  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  following  the  reduction  in  these  rates,  that 
it  was  agreed  to  again  consider  applications  for  Grant. 


9? 

W M 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

It  is  perhaps  surprising  to  record  that  only  four  applications 
were  made  during  the  year  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair.  In  only 
one  instance  was  an  Undertaking  given  by  the  landlord  following 
service  of  Notice  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  certificates  were 
issued  in  the  remaining  3 case^.  In  addition  during  the  year,  2 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  cancelled.  6 Certificates  of  Dis- 
repair still  remain  on  the  register  as  being  effective. 
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